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August 11, 2021 

 
 

Irving ISD Families, 

 

A new school year is upon us, and Irving ISD is excited to welcome all of our students and staff in-person for 
an incredible school year. We look forward to the first day of school on Monday, August 16, not only with 
genuine excitement but also a sincere commitment to ensuring the safety and well-being of all students and 
staff. 

 

Irving ISD is committed to preparing and equipping families to make the return to school as seamless as 
possible. 

 

To reflect the recent guidance issued by local, state and national public health officials, we have modified the 
Blueprint for the Return to School, which was issued earlier this summer. 

 

The following is a list of general guidelines to start our school year. 

 

FACE MASKS AND VACCINATIONS 

Consistent with the guidance of Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins, Irving ISD will require all students and 
staff to wear masks on district property and at district events for the foreseeable future, effective at 11:59 
PM today, Wednesday, August 11. Student athletes, band members and all students involved in indoor and 
outdoor extracurricular activities, including coaches and sponsors are required to wear masks, which may be 
temporarily removed only when students are actively engaged in physical activities (i.e. athletics). Students 
will be required to wear masks during P.E. and recess, whether engaged in indoor or outdoor activities. 
Breathing breaks will be allowed as needed. (This should be on par with the same protocols we implemented 
last school year.)  

 

As a community, we have a shared commitment to protecting not only ourselves but also those around us. 

 

Vaccinations will be optional for students, staff and visitors. We ask that our families and staff make the best 
decisions for themselves and their loved ones when it comes to receiving a COVID vaccination. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

We will continue our sanitization practices, which include enhanced cleaning of school buildings and buses. 
We will also promote frequent handwashing, use of sanitizer, cough etiquette and other good hygiene 
practices through prevention strategy posters. Additionally, we will follow the 3 feet social distancing 
guidelines when possible. 

 

Campuses will be stocked with hand sanitizer, wipes, masks and additional cleaning supplies to be provided 
upon request. 
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CASES AND REPORTING 

Families are expected to report positive student cases to their campus principal. Students who test positive 
must quarantine for 10 days following a positive test or onset of symptoms. Parents must ensure they do not 
send a child to campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19, until the 
conditions for re-entry are met. 

 

In accordance with TEA guidance, though contract tracing will not take place, notifications of positive cases 
in classes will be emailed to parents via School Messenger. 

 

Additionally, students are now able to be tested via the BinaxNow rapid COVID test if written parent 
permission has been obtained. Parents will always be contacted before their student is tested. These tests 
will be administered on campus by the school nurse. Each test must be scheduled with the school nurse. 

 

Detailed information on the aforementioned measures and other return to school procedures can be found in 
the Blueprint for the Return to School at IrvingISD.net/Blueprint. 

 

MOVING FORWARD 

Due to changing metrics and health trends, we anticipate possible changes and revisions to our operating 
procedures as the school year progresses. Updates will be provided as protocols can safely be changed and 
will be communicated via the district website, School Messenger and social media (Facebook, Facebook 
Español and Twitter). 

 

We remain dedicated to our mission of keeping all of our Irving ISD students, staff members, and families 
safe. We thank you for your continued support and patience as we attempt to navigate these times and 
provide you with the resources and information that you need in order to move forward with trust and 
confidence. 

 

Thank you for walking alongside us and sharing valuable feedback which guides our decisions. We value the 
role that you play in this process, and we are grateful for you, our Irving ISD family. 

 

In this together, 

 
Magda Hernandez  

Superintendent of Schools  

Irving ISD 


